
Welcome to 
St. Damian’s

Year 6 Transition  2020
UPDATED VERSION 16th JULY



Following government guidelines published at the start of July, some 
amendments have been made to the day to day organisation of our 
school day

The changes that will occur are there to:
• Reduce the risk of transmission of the 

Coronavirus 
• Ensure the health & safety of pupils and staff
• Deliver you the best possible education under 

the current circumstances
Please note: any changes made to the original 
presentation are indicated the heading ‘COVID –
19 Amendment’

Please be aware that as government guidance 
alters, the amendments explained during this 
presentation are still subject to change.



‘COVID – 19 Amendment’

Year 7 will start school on:

Thursday 3rd September at 9am

Year 7 will be dismissed at 3pm



Opening message…

St. Damian’s is a special place. There are many 
things that make it special - all of which are hard 
to demonstrate in a power point presentation. 
However,  the thing that makes St. Damian’s such 
a special place is our wonderful students. You 
are the reason why we all come together as part 
of one community. As staff, we are just as 
individual as each one of you are, but every 
single one of us chose to work here because we 
share one common goal: that you have the best 
spiritual, pastoral and academic care and 
support possible.  



Catholic Ethos

Our Faith is at the heart of everything we do. 
Gospel values such as: love, kindness, 
honesty and forgiveness can be seen through 
how we interact with each other on a daily 
basis. Our school motto is ‘In Omnibus 
fidelis’ which means ‘In all things faithful’. 

All members of community are treated 
equally and with respect, regardless of their 
faith, gender, sexuality, ethnicity or age



Believe to Achieve! 

Over the next 5 years, you will continue to 
build on the knowledge and 
understanding you have gained whilst at 
primary school. You will also get the 
opportunity to try other subjects you have 
never experienced before. Either way 
approaching learning with a positive 
attitude and trying your best will be the 
most important factor in being successful. 
Our 2nd ‘unofficial’ motto at St. Damian’s is 
‘Believe to Achieve!’ 



Key staff - SLT

• Mr Logue – Headteacher

• Mrs Henshaw – Deputy Headteacher

• Ms Joyce – Assistant Headteacher (Learning ethos & 
attached to year 7)

• Mrs Brophy – Assistant Headteacher (Safeguarding 
and wellbeing) 

• Mrs Kelly – Assistant Headteacher (Teaching and 
Learning)                                                                                     



The role of the form tutor

When you arrive in September you will meet your form 
tutor; you will be informed who this is via your video 
message. 
They will provide you with a school planner and a 
timetable. 
You will see your form tutor everyday and they will explain 
how many things around school work; such as the one way 
system, break and lunch time etc 
If you have any questions or concerns, your form tutor is 
the first person you should talk to. 
From September, any queries from parents/ carers can 
also be answered by form tutors via contacting the school 
office. 



Year 7 form tutors 2020

‘COVID – 19 Amendment’

Mr A Hallsworth:  7AHH

Dr. N Mitchell: 7NML

Mr A McHugh: 7AMH

Mrs S Sutton: 7SSN

Mr B Willerton: 7BWN  

Ms S Beeley: 7SBY



Other key staff

• Mrs Walker – SENCO

• Mrs Harrison – Student Support Officer 
linked to Year 7

• Mrs Greenhalgh – Attendance officer



Uniform: key stage 3

PE   BOYS PE Girls
• White polo shirt* (with

College logo)
• White polo shirt* (with College

logo)
• Plain navy P.E. shorts* (with

College logo)
• Plain navy P.E. shorts* (with

College logo)
• Navy football socks • Training shoes
• Reversible blue & white

football shirt* (with College
logo)

• Navy tracksuit bottoms

• Football boots • Sports Bra (as appropriate)
• Training shoes
• Navy tracksuit bottoms

BOYS Girls
Outdoor coats should plain black or dark navy

Plain black shoes only (footwear which sits on or above the ankle is 
deemed unsuitable). 

Plain black socks Plain black ankle socks or
heavyweight black tights.

Blue shirt-necked shirt. Blue shirt-necked blouse.

College clip on ties (compulsory). 

Black straight leg trousers (boys
only)

Black pleated skirt of modest
length (approximately 2
inches above the knee)

Grey jumper with college stripes (compulsory).

Black blazer and college badge (compulsory).

White Apron (Technology)



School Rules

• Around school you will see these 
plaques, we don’t complicate things, we 
keep them simple.

• We believe that if all pupils follow these 
5 rules our high standards will be 
maintained

• If you follow these rules you have no 
need to worry about ‘getting into 
trouble’ or ‘getting a detention’.



Form groups & Teaching groups

‘COVID – 19 Amendment’
Form groups: 

• You will be taught in form groups
• Form time is daily between 9am – 9.20am 
• Most of your lessons will be taught in the classrooms on 

level 1

• This means, there is no need to worry about getting lost or 
not knowing where to go 



Example timetable; please note that all pupils 
follow a 2 week timetable 



Code of conduct
General
1. Pupils must arrive on time to school and to lessons. 

2. Pupils must be in full uniform at all times. Trainers, sandals and boots are not acceptable footwear. Jewellery must not be worn.
Make-up and fake tan is forbidden. Shaved heads, brightly coloured hair and other extreme styles are unacceptable

3. Movement around the college must be quiet and orderly.

4. Mobile phones/ IT gadgets are not allowed.  If confiscated the item must be collected by a parent.

5. Dangerous items must not be brought onto the premises.  It is a criminal offence to carry a knife. 

6. Pupils must be respectful to all pupils, visitors and staff; this includes all support staff, lunchtime supervisors, caretakers & cleaners

7. Safe and courteous behaviour is expected on journeys to and from college.

Environment

1. Pupils must not deface or damage walls, furniture or another pupil’s property.

2. Smoking is forbidden; including ‘vaping’. 

3. Put litter in the bins provided.

4. Chewing gum is forbidden.

5. Keep within designated pupil areas.

6. No carbonated or energy drinks.

7. No aerosols.



Pupil Expectations; the ASPIRE system

At St. Damian’s we use an ‘Aspire to learn’ policy. This aims to 
focus on rewarding pupils for their efforts and achievements. 
Teachers can award ‘Achievement points’ to a pupil for a 
number of reasons, such as, ‘Excellent effort’ or ‘Good verbal 
contribution’ for example.

Each half term, the pupil with the most achievement points 
from their form group will be entered into a ‘prize draw’ to 
win a voucher. In addition to this, pupils can also earn a 
reward certificate…



Pupil Expectations; the ASPIRE system

If pupils don’t meet our expectations they 
may be given ‘behaviour points’. Again, this 
could be for a number of different reasons 
such as, ‘Missed homework’ or ‘Wasting time’. 

Recording these points allows your form tutor 
to see if there are any concerns about your 
organisation or behaviour. This ensures we can 
work with your parents/ carers to provide you 
with any support needed.



Detentions

‘COVID – 19 Amendment’
• Occasionally, some pupils are given a lunch time or an after 

school detention if they have not met our expectations.  
• If you are given a lunch time detention there will still be enough 

time for you to have your lunch. 
• After school detentions run from 3.00pm – 4pm. We endeavour 

to give you at least 24 hours notice by text of when this 
detention will be; this is not required by law. 

• Once an after school detention is given only Mr Logue; 
Headteacher or Mrs. Henshaw; Deputy Headteacher, can 
rearrange the detention. Pupils who fail to turn up to an 
afterschool detention will be seriously sanctioned.

• Detentions will run in year groups only and be held in room 9. 
This means that any year 7 who needs to attend a detention will 
do so on a Friday after school only.



Restorative Justice

During the next 5 years, it is inevitable that some pupils will 
make a mistake.  If appropriate, we will facilitate a meeting  
between the pupils involved and utilise the principles of 
Restorative Justice: 
• Respect
• Responsibility
• Repair
• Reintegration 
This promotes telling the truth, taking responsibility, 
acknowledging harm and therefore accepting  accountability.
It supports our Catholic ethos and mission.



A Student’s guide to success…

• Arrive to school on time 
• Have a perfect uniform
• Make sure that you have your school planner and equipment with you.
• Make sure that you have done all your homework
• Your behaviour and manners must be exceptional
• Live out our Catholic values in everything you do
• Always work to the best of your ability.
• Make sure that you never keep worries to yourself – ask teachers/ staff 

and share them. We want to help.
• Tell your parents or carers about your day and give them their homework 

to sign your planner!

• Enjoy St Damian’s- smile  be happy make new 
friends and find your love of learning.



General Information

• Homework: this is not optional. It is expected that 
pupils meet deadlines set by teachers. Homework 
should always be completed to the best of your 
ability!

• School planners: the more effort you put into using 
this and keeping it up to date, the less likely you are to 
obtain behaviour points and detentions.

• Punctuality; pupils who are late will be placed in a 
lunch time detention. 

• Attendance: we aim for 97% and above.
• Expectations of behaviour are extremely high. If you  

choose to misbehave then sanctions will be put in 
place. 



Parents

We offer a ‘cashless’ system in school. All catering, school trips and revision books etc 
can be purchased through ‘Sims pay’. For further information please click here:
https://www.stdamians.co.uk/parent-online-payment-system
Please be aware that more information regarding our school policies on:
• Behaviour 
• Learning Ethos
• Inclusion
• Child protection & Safeguarding etc 
Can be found on our website:
https://www.stdamians.co.uk/policy-documents

If you or your child has any further questions, then please e mail:
Transition@stdamians.co.uk

https://www.stdamians.co.uk/parent-online-payment-system
https://www.stdamians.co.uk/policy-documents
mailto:Transition@stdamians.co.uk


Times of the day

‘COVID – 19 Amendment’
From September, we are altering the times of our school day. 
For year 7 only, the times of the day will be as follows:
9.00 - 9.20am Registration
9.20 – 10.20am Period 1
10.20 – 10.35am Break time 
10.35 – 11.35am Period 2
11.35 – 12.15pm Period 3
12.15 – 1.15pm Lunch
1.15 – 2.10pm Period 4
2.10 – 3.00pm Period 5
This means for the first half term at least, you will only be with other year 7 
pupils during break and lunch times



Travelling on a school bus

Some of you may travel on a school bus to and from 
school. When doing so you must remember that you are 
ambassadors for our school community and you must 
wear your uniform with pride. 
Whilst mobile phones are permitted on the bus, please 
remember that you should not photograph or video 
anyone without their permission. 
Behaviour on school buses must remain sensible and 
courteous at all times; poor behaviour will be 
sanctioned. 
Timetables and details about where to board the school 
bus can be found on our website:
https://www.stdamians.co.uk/college-bus-information
This information will be updated over the summer so 
please check this information at the end of August.

https://www.stdamians.co.uk/college-bus-information


‘All about me’ activity

We would like you to produce a ‘Fact file’ about yourself and 
bring it with you on the first day of school.  This will allow your 
form tutors to get to know you really quickly and will also help 
you to form new friendships. Tell us about:
• What did you do over the holidays?

• Which football team do you support?
• What are your favourite hobbies?
• Which is the best book you have ever read?

• What is your favourite film? 
• What do you think the best thing about being a pupil at St. 

Damian’s will be? 



Remember, school should be embraced and 
enjoyed…

• Video – See website
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