
 

 

 

 

27th April 2021 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Following the announcement that GCSE examinations will not go ahead this year and that teacher 
assessed grades will be awarded instead, the DfE has released further guidance: 

• Pupils will receive grades awarded and determined by the school, with pupils assessed only on 
what they have been taught. 

• The school will be able to draw on a range of evidence when determining grades from across the 
course of study, including the optional use of questions provided by exam boards, as well as mock 
exams, coursework, or any other work completed as part of a pupil’s course, such as internal 
assessments, substantive classwork or homework or in-class tests. No algorithm will be used. 

 
• Pupils’ grades will reflect the standard at which they are currently working at. Grades will be based 

on evidence and will therefore not take account of a pupil’s potential, predicting how they would 
have performed if they had sat their examinations. 
 

• To support teachers in making their judgements, training for teachers and subject leaders will be 
delivered in school and will provide detailed guidance to ensure that all Ofqual, JCQ and individual 
Exam Board guidelines are followed rigorously. 
 

• Pupils studying vocational and technical qualifications (VTQs) will also receive grades assessed by 
the school rather than sitting exams. 
 

• Pupils will continue to receive an endorsement (separate to their grade) for GCSE English Language 
(Speaking), GCSE Modern Languages (Speaking) 
 

• If a pupil has special educational needs, and/or are disabled, and requires reasonable adjustments, 
they will be applied to the assessments taken during the summer term 
 

• Special consideration requests will not apply in the usual way this summer because pupils will not 
be taking exams.  
 

• School will implement robust internal quality assurance processes to ensure that fair and 
reasonable academic judgement has been applied consistently across classes within subjects and 
across subject areas. The process will involve rigorous moderation and standardisation by middle 
leaders and senior leaders. 
 

• Exam boards will conduct external quality assurance, through a combination of random sampling 
and more targeted scrutiny. 
 



• The examination boards will only issue results once they are satisfied by the quality assurance 
process. They may make changes to grades if they determine that they are not a ‘reasonable 
exercise of academic judgement’. 
 

• Whilst it is hoped that this will not be necessary, a pupil will have the right to appeal their grade on 
the basis that:  

1. The school made an administrative error 
2. The school did not follow a procedure correctly 

• Y11 Exam Results Day will be on Thursday 12 August 2021. 
 

Y11 Formal Assessments 

Y11 Formal Assessments will take place w/c 10th May 2021. The tasks will focus on various aspects of the 
relevant specification for each subject. The content and skills being tested on each Formal Assessment will 
be made clear by the Subject area. The information will be used to determine Teacher Assessed grades.  
The DfE have asked us to consider a range of evidence to ‘reflect the standard at which the pupil is 
performing now, not their potential’. It is imperative that Y11 pupils prepare themselves well for these 
assessments. Please see the Y11 Formal Assessments Timetable for further information. 
 
Evidence that will be used to inform a pupils’ overall grade 

Teachers will assess pupils on a range of evidence that gives an overall picture of pupil performance. The 
school will adhere strictly to the Ofqual guidance to schools on the award of Teacher Assessed Grades. 
 
Mitigating Circumstances 
 
If you think that your child’s performance in an assessment has been affected by illness or personal 
circumstances, you should contact school about this as soon as possible. Please email our Exams Officer, 
Mrs M. Jinks: mjinks@stdamians.co.uk by Friday 28th May 2021. It is important that you raise any such 
instance before the school submits their grades to the Exam Boards. If you have any questions about how 
your child’s personal circumstances will be taken into account or want to raise anything with school, now 
is the best time to get in touch. You should not wait until after your child gets their results. 

Further Information 

Further information is available on the school website / Examinations. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs M. Henshaw 

mailto:mjinks@stdamians.co.uk

