
 

Root Word Challenge 

Knowing your root words can really help you to unlock a broader vocabulary.  Your chal-

lenge is to look at the following root words and see how many other words you can come 
up with that contain the root. (one has been done for you, to show you how it works) 

phon means sound—telephone, megaphone, symphony, euphony, cacophony. 

scribe means write - 

bene means good/well  - 

spect means to look - 

ology means the study of - 

dys means bad/impaired -   
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Important Websites: 

Epic Books—30 day free access to 
the world’s biggest digital 
library  

https://www.getepic.com/ 

Reading List at: 

schoolreadinglist.co.uk 

Audiobooks at: 

www.audible.co.uk 

The English Department at St Damian’s 
School invite you to a summer of reading 

Reading is Key! 

The best way to prepare yourself for Year 7 English lessons, and in fact, Year 7 in gen-

eral is by reading.  Reading is a sure fire way to improve your vocabulary and we should 
try to do a little bit of reading every day. 

Did you know—the average persons’ vocabulary should contain around 35,000 words! 

Did you know—the English language contains the most words of all languages! 

Did you know—according to Oxford English Dictionary, a new word is created every 98 
minutes! 

Here at St Damian’s, we want to tell you about our favourite books to read in Year 7 
from the English Team (see overleaf) and give you some recommendations about books 
you could read over the summer. 

                              Recommendations 

Wonder by RJ Palacio explores the life of our main character Augie, who 
wants to be like every other normal 10 year old, but can’t because he has a 

facial disfigurement. Can he convince everyone that he is just like them on 
the inside?  

 

 

The Box of Delights by John Mansfield is a more challenging read for year 

7. Kay receives a box from an old man that has magical powers, that let 
him shrink, fly and go back in time.  

 

EVERY BOOK YOU READ WILL TEACH 
YOU SOMETHING! 



 

Meet some of the English Team and our 
Favourite Y7 Books 

 

Mrs Heenan (Literacy Coordinator) loves reading ‘War 
Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo with year 7. It’s the story of a 
friendship between man and beast and what happens when 

they become separated because of WW1.  A fantastic read! 

 

 

Mrs Butterworth (Second in Dept) loves teaching ‘The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas’. Seeing the world as a reader from 

Bruno's eyes offers a completely different perspective to 
the events of WW2 and highlights the innocence of chil-
dren.  

 

 

 

 

Ms. Hughes loves teaching the ‘Introduction to Poetry’ 
module. After working through the basics of rhyme rhythm 

form and voice, students are given the opportunity to write 
their own poem. I always look forward to reading the crea-
tive, clever and often humorous results.  

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Beeley loves reading ‘The Lion the Witch and the 

Wardrobe’ to Y7 but she loves reading to her niece and 
nephew just as much!  Year 6, during lockdown find your 
favourite childhood book and read it out loud to your 

younger brothers/sisters/cousins! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Whiteside (KS3 Coordinator) really enjoys reading sto-
ries to her class that help us to see how amazing the world 
can be. Her favourites are those that transport you to an-

other world, like ‘Harry Potter’, ‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
and ‘Alice in Wonderland’. 


