
 

Year 8 Curriculum Overview [2019-2020] – Planning for Progression 
Subject – Geography 

Schedule Term Knowledge & 

Understanding 

Literacy Skills 
Building vocabulary 

Developing oral skills 
Developing reading skills 
Developing writing skills 

Key Skills 
Subject Skills 

Numeracy Skills 
21st Century Skills 

Employability Skills 

Assessment 
Formative 

Interim 
Summative 

Autumn Term 

 
Half Term 1 

 
 

Coasts 
Erosion, Transportation, 
Deposition, Landforms of 
erosion and deposition, 
Formation of spits, Coastal 
management. 

Vocab: Wave, erosion, transportation, 
deposition, longshore drift, coastal 
management, hard/soft engineering, 
coastal spit, landform. 
Oral: Poem/rap/song on coastal erosion. 
Reading: Impacts of coastal erosion, 
evaluating management strategies. 
Writing: Exam style questions to practise 
evaluation skill (developing a balanced 
argument). 

Subject: Knowledge on coastal processes, 
landforms and ways to reduce the effects 
of erosion and flooding. 
C21: Impacts of our changing coastline, 
difficulties in making decisions on coastal 
management. 
Employability: Teamwork, evaluation, 
decision-making. 

 

 
Half Term 2 

 

The Americas 
Location, Physical and Human 
Geography, Migration, Natural 
hazards (Hurricanes), Hurricane 
Katrina. 
 

Vocab: Country, continent, human/ 
physical features, migration, extreme 
weather, natural hazard, hurricane, 
formation, cause, effect, response. 
Oral: Class debate on migration from 
Mexico-USA. 
Reading: Article on Mexico-USA 
migration. 

Subject: Explore physical and human 
features and issues within the Americas 
continent. 
C21: Links to current political situation. 
Employability: Oral, debating, decision-
making. 

Spring Term 

 
Half Term 3 

Extreme Weather 
What is weather/climate?, 
Types of extreme weather, 
Location, Tornadoes in the USA, 
Causes of flooding, Flooding in 
UK and Bangladesh. 

Vocab: Weather, climate, extreme 
weather, natural hazard, tornado, cause, 
effect, response, management, flooding. 
Oral: Presentation on flooding. 
Reading: Newspaper article on extreme 
weather in the UK. 
Writing: Newspaper report on a UK flood 
event. 

Subject: Understand different examples of 
extreme weather and their corresponding 
impacts.  
Numeracy: Data on examples of extreme 
weather, e.g. death and casualty tolls. 
C21: Links to climate change (frequency 
and severity of future extreme weather 
events). 
Employability: Extended writing. 

 

 
Half Term 4 

Africa 
Location, Physical and Human 
Geography, Mobile phone use 
in Africa, Sahara Desert, 
Drought in Horn of Africa.  

Vocab: Country, continent, 
physical/human features, desert, drought, 
famine, opportunity, challenge.  
Reading: Newspaper articles. 
Writing: Exam practice questions, 
discussing the importance of mobile 
phones in Africa. 

Subject: Explore physical and human 
features and issues within Africa. 
Numeracy: Data analysis. 
C21: The development of Africa to reduce 
inequalities. 
  



 

 

Summer Term 

 
Half Term 5 

Sustainability 
What is sustainability? 
Sustainable energy school 
enquiry, Fracking, Sustainable 
cities, Climate change. 

Vocab: Sustainability, environment, eco-
friendly, climate change, global warming, 
cause, effect, response, fracking, 
renewable, non-renewable, fossil fuel. 
Oral: Song to promote sustainability. 
Reading: Texts on sustainable cities. 
Writing: persuasive letter to promote 
action to reduce climate change. 

Subject: Explore the concept of 
sustainability and why it is important. 
Numeracy: Data collection in school 
enquiry. 
C21: Why it is important to act now on 
reducing the effects of climate change in 
our everyday lives. 
Employability: Extended writing, oral. 

 

 
Half Term 6 

Crime and Conflict 
Crime intro, Mapping crime, 
Crime in Manchester, Drug 
trafficking in South America, 
What is conflict? Conflict in 
rainforests, water conflict. 

Vocab: Crime, conflict, map, trafficking, 
tropical rainforest, deforestation. 
Oral: Debate on water conflict. 
Reading: Map reading to analyse crime 
hotspots. 
  

Subject: Explore crime/conflict on 
differing scales (local, national and 
international). 
Numeracy: Data on casualties in conflicts. 
C21: Links to ongoing conflicts. 


