
 
 
 
 
 
November 2021 

 
Welcome to the latest information regarding all things St Damian’s. 

 
Covid updates 
As you are aware, the levels of Covid throughout our school community is ongoing. It is important that we do 
not become complacent, and I ask that all parents ensure that their children regularly complete LFT tests to 
minimise the risk of transmission. Sadly, even though there has been less ‘mass’ isolating of pupils, there is still 
substantial disruption to pupils’ education. Furthermore, an increasing number of staff have caught Covid and/or 
have to self-isolate. This puts extra burden on my staff as it reduces capacity, so I ask that parents please 
remember this and don’t under-estimate the impact it has on the efficiency and the daily running of the school. 

 
Additionally, there may be some changes that the school will need to take with regards to Covid, for example 
running face-to-face Parents Evenings. If this does happen, I apologise in advance, but I hope that you appreciate 
that normal planning is not straight-forward due to the ever-changing situation with Covid. 

 
INSET day 
The day is all about reaffirming our core purpose as Catholic educators and will take place on the 19th November. 
Staff participating in Collective Worship will start the day before the focus turns to examining the meaning of 
‘The St Damian’s Way’ and specifically, ‘What does it mean to be ‘St Damian’s?’ and looking at our intent as a 
school community. All staff will then work in groups to investigate how we implement ‘The St Damian’s Way’, 
including a focus on our exceptional pastoral care, our commitment to the Prayer life of the school, our service 
to the children and who we are as a community. Finally, we will review our current Mission Statement to ensure 
that it reflects ‘The St Damian’s Way’. Here, staff will be greeted by special guests who are experts in what it 
means to be part of a very important community. 

 
Year 7 Welcome Mass 
On Thursday 21st October 2021 we celebrated a Y7 welcome Mass in the school hall with Fr Okonkwo. The theme 
of the Mass was to formally welcome Y7 pupils to St Damian’s and to celebrate their first half term at high school. 
Pupils sang with enthusiasm and pupils from each form read readings and prayers. Members of our GIFT team 
participated as altar servers and the Mass was a wonderful opportunity for pupils to worship God and reflect on 
their first half term as a community. 

 
Year 11 update 
A few weeks ago I uploaded a letter for Year 11 parents. Can I please remind parents to read this as there is a 
lot of very pertinent information on this with regards to exams, stress and support. Attendance at Parents’ 
Evening was 80% and provided a great opportunity for honest, constructive dialogue to ensure that pupils know 
how to improve and prepare properly for the mock examinations. It is crucial that pupils now act on the advice 
of their teachers. Your support and encouragement as parents/carers will be very much appreciated during the 
coming weeks. Feedback from the questionnaires was very positive with 100% [90 parents] recommending the 
school. A few of the many comments are below; 

 
 “My son says it is a great school” 

 “A great team of supportive staff who know my child well” 

 “This really is an outstanding school and I am glad both my children attend it!” 

 “Exceptional school! My daughter has been very happy here and has been supported and encouraged 

throughout her five years . She is forecast to achieve outstanding exam results” 

 “Feel very proud that my child is a part of this school. Teachers are excellent and so very friendly and the 

children have wonderful manners and well presented” 

 
 
 



Safeguarding 
There has been a rise in the number of pupils in possession of e-cigarettes both in school and whilst travelling 
on the bus. As a school we do not condone the use or possession of e-cigarettes. If your child has an ‘e-cig’ or 
‘vape’ they will be sanctioned and at risk of a fixed term exclusion. E-cigarettes are not harmless, they still emit 
cancer causing vapours including nicotine, formaldehyde and propylene glycol. Some vape liquids also contain 
synthetic cannabinoids (Spice) and this is extremely dangerous to pupils. I urge you to check that your child does 
not have a vape. Unfortunately, they are very cheap to buy and are disguised as everyday objects such as 
highlighter pens, lip glosses and USB sticks. As parents, I ask that you are vigilant. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
As a school, we are always striving to improve Teaching & Learning. Over the past few years, retrieval practice 
has become a prominent strategy to help pupils know and remember more. Strategies include low stake 
quizzing, mind maps and brain dumps. I am delighted to inform parents that we have secured a ‘guru’ in Retrieval 
Practice who will enhance our knowledge of retrieval practice by training our teachers in the upcoming Twilight 
in December. 

 
Year 9 and knife crime 
On Friday 15th October Year 9 pupils were treated to a live performance from the Hive-North theatre company 
on the impact of knife crime. The production was a hard-hitting story that addressed the serious issue of knife 
crime in the community and the dangers of carrying a knife. Sadly, knife crime is not happening in some distant 
place, and it is important that we educate our pupils on the severity of these wider issues in the community. 

 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening and options 
Y9 Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday 24th November 4-7pm. This is a key evening for pupils as they 
consider their progress in a range of subjects as they near the end of Key Stage three. It is essential that Y9 
pupils are working hard so that they lay firm foundations for GCSE choices. Y9 examinations will take place in 
January and the Options process will be launched after February half term. 

 
ASPIRE day 
On Friday 22nd October our great pupils were treated to another successful ASPIRE day covering a range of topics 
on personal well-being positive mental health. The following is indicative of the content coverage but is not 
exhaustive. Y7 pupils enjoyed a ‘hands on’ First Aid session on the recovery position and how to perform CPR. 
The police delivered key messages to Y8 about responsible use of social media, the age of criminal responsibility 
and the importance of respect for others of different protected characteristics including race, gender and 
disability. Branching Out focused on the dangers of drug abuse with Y9 and how to deal with peer pressure. Y10 
focused on sexting, consent and gender identity as well as how to manage stress through mindfulness. Ahead 
of the COP 26 conference, Y11 learned about the challenges for businesses in Greater Manchester to plan for a 
more sustainable future. Following encounters with colleges, apprenticeships, university providers and 
employers, pupils were given plenty of opportunities to consider as they plan their next steps. 

 
Y10 Work Experience 
Y10 Work Experience week will take place 11th-15th July 2022. Pupils have been challenged to find themselves a 
placement through local research, a professional contact, a family member or a friend. Our partner, Changing 
Education, will check to ensure employers meet health & safety requirements and have Employers Liability 
Insurance and Public Liability Insurance. All pupils should have registered themselves on the Connect App using 
their mobile phones or via the website. The deadline to register a work placement is Friday 28th January 2022. 
Work experience is an excellent opportunity for pupils to develop key skills and personal qualities. Any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact school by email: careerprospects@stdamians.co.uk 

 

After school detentions 
It is school policy to give 24hour’s notice for after school detentions. However, as Headteacher, I reserve the 
right to keep pupils behind that night if I deem it is appropriate. If this happens, I will endeavour to contact the 
parents. 

 
Pupil Voice 
As part of St Damian’s commitment to be a great school we regularly conduct Pupil Voice. Our recent Pupil Voice 
survey focused on ‘What it means to be a pupil at St. Damian’s’. Over 50% participated in the survey and the 
vast majority are happy to be a pupil at St. Damian’s and enjoy their learning. Some quotes for your perusal 
include: “Teachers are good at dealing with any incidents of bullying and that they feel safe in school”, “School 
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encourages them to be independent and take on responsibilities” and “School encourages them to respect people 
from different backgrounds and treat everyone equally”. There were many more positive comments. 

 
However, some pupils have stated that ‘their own anxieties and insecurities’ can make them feel unsafe. If you 
think your child may need some support with their mental health, visit www.kooth.com or visit our website and 
access the ‘Parents’ section for further advice. Remember that mental health and well-being can affect all 
children. 

 
Stepping into Higher Education 
Last week, George Kenyon, a representative from GMHigher, the collaborative network of universities and 
further education colleges across Greater Manchester, delivered assemblies to pupils in Y9 and Y10 linking the 
importance of GCSE subject choices and attainment as a gateway to future success. Pupils explored the range of 
courses and progression routes on offer as well as learned about the potential of higher education graduates to 
secure a range of jobs in different sectors in our local area. 

 
Parent Governor 
I am delighted to announce the result of the recent Parent Governor election. The newly elected Parent 
Governor is Mr England. I would like to welcome Mr England to the St Damian’s Governing Board I am sure he 
will make a valuable contribution to our school community. Thank you to everyone who returned their ballot 
paper. 

 
TikTok and Online behaviours 
There is a national trend currently with teenagers using the TikTok app inappropriately. In some cases, hate- 
based or sexual narratives are being attached to these videos. It is essential that parents discuss their child’s 
online activity with them and ensure that they are not engaging in this behaviour. Although the age rating for 
TikTok is 13, children under the age of 18 must have parental consent to use it. This website may be of use to 
help you understand what TikTok is and how safe it is: Parents' Ultimate Guide to TikTok | Common Sense 
Media. Any St Damian’s pupils who do produce or share these videos and images are highly likely to be excluded 
from school and police reports made for those with any homophobic, prejudice or racist themes. 

 
National Schools Award final 
I received some great news that Mrs Jones, our exceptional chair of Governors, has been selected as one of the 
three shortlisted nominees for the ‘Governor of the Year’ Award at the National Schools Awards 2021. This is 
recognition for her dedication and many years’ service to the Community of St Damian’s. This prestigious event 
will take place on Wednesday 8th December at the House of Lords in Central London. I hope that you will join 
me in wishing ‘Betty’ all the best on the evening. Having worked closely with her for years, I can think of a no 
more worthy winner! 

 
Finally… 
A massive thank you to the St Damian’s Community who have raised funds for Macmillan. A range of fund-raising 
initiatives including the staff 10K Manchester Run, Coffee Morning, Share Day and Cake Sales raised an incredible 
£7012.64. This will support Macmillan to continue the superb work that they undertake for Cancer patients. It 
shows the generosity of our community in helping others in need. 

 
As always, thank you for your continued support! 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

   Mr Logue  
   Headteacher 
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